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2 Arculf (later 7th century) was a Frankish Bishop who toured the Levant in around 680

* Willibalad bishop of Eichstitt in Bavaria (+787)
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Tel Mar Elias
Tell Mar Elias or Tell Wadi al-Kharrar is located at the eastern side of
of the Jordan River and is currently called Tell al-Kharrar. It was
mentioned in the holy books as the place from which Elijah the Prophet
Mar Elias ascended to the heavens and received continuous attention /
since the early 0of1996 ,specially early and late Roman eras, as well
as the early and late Byzantine eras. Among the most important

discoveries made at the site of Tel Mar Elias are the following
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mosaic floor in which the monk Rotorius is mentioned, the monks'
caves , the water system , the southern pool and  the northern
pools. The water channels, the reservoir , the cylindrical well , the
Baptist settlement , the chapel the monks hermitage sites,the spring
of Wadi Al-Kharar ( the Baptist Spring) .and other discoveries of
various pottery. The history of theTell dates from the first century
AD to the seventh century AD.In the eighteenth century the orthodox
monks established some of the buildings on the top of theTell for

the purposes of worship

River Churches

The Emperors and the holy men built a number of churches on the
eastern side of the Jordan River near the traditional baptismal site .The
excavations revealed three churches built on top of each

othe.Traveler Daniel refers to these churches and their importance in
relation to the site of the baptism of Christ, as well as the spring of John
the Baptist adjacent to these churches . It was reported that the
Byzantine Emperor Anastasius built a church on the site in 491-518 in
honor of the memory of the baptism, and travelers call this church the

Church of John the Baptist. About a staircase that leads to it, and



historical sources indicate that it was built in the place where Jesus was
baptized after he took off his robe in this place. These churches date to
the early and late Byzantine era. Remnants of the Islamic era were also
revealed, which indicates that the churches continued to serve during

the early Islamic ages

Tell er-Ramah

One of the ancient Christian pilgrimage stations, the hill consists
of buildings and mosaic floors, archaeological excavations
revealed some of them. A number of travelers and pilgrims
mentioned this hill in their text as mentioned by Haijj ,Egeria, Ethiria
in the fourth century AD, and mentioned the churches that were

situated on the hill , and next to it where she met with the monks

who were residing in it. Currently several mosaic floors scattered
here and there and in need of excavation and discovery around the

hill. Feild studies dated the hill to the Iron and Hellenistic ages and
reached the height of its prosperity in the Roman, Byzantine and
Islamic eras .

Ain Salem

One of the main sites on the Christian pilgrimage route leading to
Moses Springs near Mount Nebo and Hesban. The site consists of
buildings , mosaic remains , and a large garden in which springs
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are still running especially Ain Salem ,,and Al-Fawara spring,
which are still flowing to the present day (And John also baptized
in Aenon, near Salem, because of the water in it, and people came
and were baptized)There are many towers around the site . in
addition to the remains of the Roman road so called Esbus -Jericho
meaning Hesban Road in Jordan connecting with the city of Jericho
in Palestine. The remains of several caves overlooking the nearby
Wadi Hisban bear witness to the lives of monks and pilgrims who
crossed the site during historical periods that extended from the
first century to the seventh century AD .

pilgrimage route

One of the important roads in the Levant, and it branches off from
the main Roman road linking the city of Bosra on the
.Mediterranean Sea in Syria to the city of Aqaba on the Red Sea
then From Madaba ,down to the site of the baptism of Jesus Christ ,
. several buildings were built on both sides includes towers that
were used for observation the crossing of the Roman armies in
both directions before it was adopted in the Byzantine era as a
Christian pilgrimage route. From the places along its length from
the Jordan River to Hesban, and an earthen branch extends from
the road toMoses Springs and Mount Nebo. Pilgrims used it to
,supply water, including the famous Spanish pilgrimEgeria, Ethiria ,
who arrived at Mount Nebo, trekking on the back of her mount,
and reached the sixth mile according to the Spanish postage
stamp, which Issued in 1985 commemorating her visit to Mount
Nebo from Jerusalem .



Ain Jamalah

One of the main springs that were scattered along the Christian
pilgrimage route, and the name refers to the camel caravans that
used to bring water to draw from. The spring still flows to the
present day. There are many caves in the northern slope
overlooking the spring, and it is reported that the monks used to
reside next to the spring to serve pilgrims and passersby The
spring was been in use from the first century until the seventh
century AD, and the monks continued Residents in these caves
until the late Islamic periods during the Ottoman period .

Moses Springs

One of the famous springs located at the bottom of the nearby
Mount Nebo at the northern end, and the monks in the area
engraved dozens of caves that they dug in the rock at the eastern
end ofthe springs where they were used for the purposes of |
worship and residence. The churches are still visible to the present
day, when the early believers working in the farms along the
springs met in these churches with the monks residing in the valley
as well as the caravans of pilgrims passing through the region, and
accordingly the churches and the monks’ caves are considered a
religious complex at the bottom of Mount Nebo linked to the
biography and life of the Prophet Moses, peace be upon him. The
area of Moses Springs reached the height of its prosperity during
the Byzantine era in reference to the large number of churches and
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caves and the spread of farmsclose to the springs which provided ,
the resident monks and passing pilgrims with the food and drink
they needed during the fourth - seventh century AD .The springs

are still flowing to the present day, as the city of Madaba, farmers,
visitors and pilgrims passing through have benefited from it.
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1- Al-Khadr Magam:

located in the town of Al-Rama and is called by the local community a
shrine. The building consists of a wall built of small, not well-cut ashlars.
The shrine has a gate that opens towards the west, and its walls rise half
a meter above ground level. Later, a modern cemetery was built around
it for the residents of the area from the Al-Adwan tribe. They live next to
it and offer sacrifices and invoke God in supplication for the healing of
their patients, just as a mosque was erected next to the shrine called Al-
Mazar Mosque, and the residents of Al-Rama continue to remember the
shrine and its importance and the groups of visitors who visit it.

3- Hesban Valley:

A large valley contains several flowing springs, starts from the famous
Tell Hesban, which dates to many ancient historical eras, especially in the
Iron Age | and Il, the Byzantine and Roman eras, and some remains dated
to the Umayyad and Ayyubid Mamluk periods. The valley unites with
Wadi al-Kafrin to form Wadi Gharba next to the site of the Baptism of
Jesus Christ. Several archaeological sites found on banks of the valley
dating back to periods ranging from the Bronze, Classical, Islamic,
Ayyubid and Mamluk periods, the revealed sites including archaeological
hills, towers, water channels and the remains of the Esbus-lericho
Roman Road.
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4- The station - Al-Mahata (Al-Mushgar)

The remains of the station are located on the western edge of the town
of Mushgar and overlooking the Jordan Valley, where it overlooks the
length of the road coming from the Jordan River, which is known as Esbus
/ Livias-Jericho Road.

Mittman refers to Khirbet al-Mahatta and consider it as Danaba, which
was mentioned by Josephus of Caesarea in his book Onomosticon. It is
also likely that Khirbet al-Mahatta is called Khirbet al-Sheikh Jayil or,
according to Henke, it is called (Jaajil). And Mosel went to mention the
site jayiL

The location of the station matches this description, as the location of
the station close to the Roman road at 5.5 Roman miles from Livias and
at 6.2 miles from Hesban. The place used by the Christian pilgrimage
route, there were accommodation rooms, stables, and many facilities at
the station, it is likely that the station was located next to the sixth mile
that Egeria, Ethiria reached on her journey to Mount Nebo.

5- Gharabah station:
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A number of archaeologists refers to the importance of Wadi al-
Gharaba at the beginning of the Christian era, as this valley consists of
the union of two valleys, Wadi Hesban and Wadi al-Kafrin, and it flows
directly into the Jordan River.

The station of Wadi Gharaba is located to the southeast of the site of the
baptism of Jesus at approximately one kilometer on the coordinates of
the global system Mercator 360744095 east and 3523782 north. This
station consists of two large pools (eastern and western) connected to a
water channel and a building for the station. It was offered by the monks
on the outskirts of the Gharba Valley, which the early Byzantines
considered one of the blessed valleys.

The station consists of a group of rooms built around a heavenly
courtyard, and on both the southeast and southwest corners there are
towers that project outward to strengthen and protect the building.

6- The Roman Road:

One of the important roads during the Roman era, which was called,
Esbus-Jericho, as it reached the city of Hesban on the eastern side of the
Jordan River. It passes through several stations, namely Jerusalem,
Jericho, Tel al-Rama, and Hesban, which is considered one of the most
important road chains linking the eastern region of the river (Jordan) to
the western region of it, during the Roman era and the later Byzantine
era.
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Egeria, Ethiria, who visited the Holy Land during the fourth century AD,
had taken the Jerusalem road east of Hesban until Jericho, then moved
from Rama, Hesban and then to the springs of Moses and then ascended
on Mount Nebo, from which she was able to see the Jordan Valley, where
her journey reached the sixth mile .

It seems that this old road, which started from Hesban, was heading from
the beginning towards the south of the Jordan Valley, before turning
towards the western side through the village of Al-Mushaqqar, while it
turned as another path to Hesban also between Tel Hesban and Al-
Mushgar, starting from the location of the village of Hawwaya. It is noted
that there is a branch from this road towards Moses Springs near Mount
Nebo, while the road continues towards Hesban, where it ends.

The Roman Road contains Milestones, which are cylindrical stones with
a diameter of between 45-50 cm and a height of between 1.8-2.4.M
Along the extension of the area between the Baptism of Christ and
Mount Nebo.

It has been indicated (Tristram in 1782 AD), that there is a Roman road
linking Mukawir Castle and Ma’in hot springs, where he walked along this
road and noticed the remains of stone pillars, and he also mentioned
that there is a road that reaches the site of Al-Zara, which according to
the Madaba map is called Kalirohee.

The archaeological finds confirmed the emergence of the remains of the
Roman road extending from the site of the Baptism of Jesus towards the
Springs of Moses and Hesban, where the towers designated to control
the road were discovered.
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8- Caves of the Monks

The caves on the eastern side of the Jordan River gained their sanctity as
they were the residence of the monks who contributed to spreading the
Christian religion. The caves are located near the Springs of Moses. These
holy places have made the caves a subject of sanctity and attention since
the beginning of Christianity since the early Roman era.

The field survey work showed the spread of dozens of caves around the
site of Moses Springs especially the western side overlooking the plains,
where the results confirmed that their functions were for religious
purposes, which were later reused for the purposes of daily life. It is also
the site of Mount Nebo and the road of the Christian pilgrimage route,
starting from the Jordan River through the site of the baptism of Jesus
Christ to Ain Salem and Moses Springs and then to Makawir south of
Madaba.

9- Thomas Church

It is located on the road close to Moses Springs and the station Mahata
site. It is within a quadrangular monastery. It was discovered in 1986-
1987and built of solid limestone. The church consists of three naves, and
the Holy of Holies is a quadrangular corner that rises two degrees above
the level of the central court.

The church has a main entrance and two side entrances. The floor is
covered with mosaics, on which trees and plants are represented, such
as acanthus leaves and vines, animals such as lions, cow species, birds
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such as pigeons and fish, in addition to hunting scenes. That is, the fifth
and sixth centuries AD, based on the method of construction and pottery
discovered during the excavations. The Church of Thomas was not alone,
and there are several churches built in the vicinity near the Moses
Springs, including the Church of Kayanus. During its visit to the region,
Egeria, Ethiria referred to churches that were in the area of Moses
Springs.

21



aall gall 3k diab
KK
Jand) (3158
Lale — & d

2022

22



The Story of the Pilgrimage 2
Route from Jerusalem to Mount
Nebo through the Baptism Site

Mount Nebo Story

The story of the Tal al-Mashhad 5
and Prophet Moses

The Story of Madaba Map 9
Church

23



esall Seadl didgans pBga o s dad () Gl G Al Eal) Bk

JIY) Osanaeadd) zlaall OIS s lapll ad dia AlSs Gla) Gagyn e zlaall Al
e e oyl Ainse ) el (g Osensis culandd 3 Al (ST 5L aglleS) 2y
(oneall Sl Zadgana align) Gadaiall alisa (g y53 A ey eyl olaily a1 o lld

coaball oly pslSa i u dn

dS e s dalie B laa auila o e By pla 155 98 compnal) anall 33e i lag Il oS
o ) = Olues) Gub Jady (55 = pasl) Gub Lade Jgalhl ligee O suaiy das
o s el s ol 31 ehgmusy Rsmascndl Al A e Alpel) citticd \ly

Laleg sl g Lo oasna) adl 31k o 220 Lk msaly Slaal Al il

Gikaia opumd log (Y] g (e dald " AT KL IS (53lg laana) Lings ol S
DA e gsall daudll 2938l 3yhall agas (3:4 a) L) Jueg aball ddlads oS5 als e
ae il A AY) bl w3l Ay V) et A8, Al Cileall e 8)SIg 4] sgel
SV D e Gl N daBlgl) Lie Cay dihaie 8 Lok OIS Liagy ol JSlED 4a g3l
G5t oanaall Briiall Lag¥) aaT o dalaiall o3a Jai g ¢Sl Ao iyl (e in
38 A cyla Gus opjie oL e JB dlse GUY) g3 e Bl ) amw g2 A

Ananall Sseall Ay Al b dala laal galsl
glaall ol a8 0 )W) e 8 adde ] ) sl o A ess A glaiall Lal o Cua g
Ol 31 Y laall g Al 1) o Y ganlil) A0 ganall w83 e JHGYI () samsual)

Ao pall Aipall (KLY e Aluadi Cila 5 58 L) e agill o & alall zgiall | gacic)
TSV O e sl LSl a1 oapnsall zall (5 pda illana aad g8 cpld (3 garally

24




Tlgie diase g Aidaiall ) dagad ol popsall daaall LgSlus ) Bylall Dil&s b Loy

soeall (DUail <pe g ol oo lae A8l all A Y el U< pen 38 31 Jlgd) oSl
Sallal) elayf 28S Y dussndll

dsle Tuagie el (389 GBS il dead) 5o Y OIS cilagshall o3a e Llaly
zlaall b ale LSa ) b agil) 5 Lo dalles b Lac g agally ALY 48300 2t
Bafig e e led W dudiall S LY Allall g 16 A& (e Gaed@ll B9V Crmacdl)
Sl ams Cggagy 19ilS ¢ e ma el aul) Slay Aadiyall 4Dl GlaalYl
g sanlly Ta3ye laanall lingy (g Cun llia iy al) diall A GV g lgpumd a)f
s LI G0V Jed (b addany b o(hsleaall Cagfle oyl 38 lgagi ) Algs Baina
oIl Algs i e asall 3 aal) Lidsana pige ) sl laaes . aidal) Gla)) sy

e\.@..n Lf:’_)un Gaaall u\s..o J\j);.“ L';J‘j &u DLI._.A 4.3.‘! é."!.ﬁ:: L-_g.Jl'l c_)\j;.“ L’.S'j_} ;u.uij.d\

Gle Mgt dllia oY co¥slaall (o amnal) 5 o) asd) 433 gonal all a8 gall 2085
) LY (S0 B0 e e ead) cuilad) 8 Cilias ) sl dasene ol
gosal) el asane alige b Joill OSe dileg (SY) e Oa Gl culall Y
DAY Laganall adge Lol cdpalall aahlly CULEYL acaadl)  Abal) adsall s il
5o Lo lia Ja oS5 ¢l diade (o AnB Cau e Ll ool 388 Lol il (g3l all

¢huadial) (iU 8 Aagall o3
M ) GOV b die) ) sl o S5 ( JaadY) ) Gl S A sl LY
) @al 4l g (1383 e ) ((4he dexid Lags M GOV ) dalal) e s 6l

25



(901 udr ) (DY) (B Lings e acicly ulall 5y ali (ga o sla ALY el g
3: 2 g )( Liad o el i) paes adiel Wy ) Bl Juni] g ciels 5,881 &)
28: 1 lng) (2em lag oS Gun GOV e bie cun A oS 13 ) al &l s o
OIS Y B e ) (iaag ) OIS 138 ) S el aad) o S5 g8l A o

((40:10 ) ( Hla oy Vsl 4 Sy Lingy (IS 53
I LY B aaly gam 13y ¢ il aagd Gaan e Cuy ) prsead) ) JUE) )
Lags ) $( SOV e A claa OIS (3 1358 ) el woa 4] lingy el o e S
Jilgd ol sy L G e Byd Lasend) e dsag o e el Y AN sl ¢ 6:3
1 M o3 Jhal (s3ly e (s)lls Lie g LY B B syl el
OLSall el el il Aa8Y) Lkaly ehally L0 ciagally g laall gl cady \<al
Al Als )l Jsoy Cus KAl 138 e Diate liag W 5ad8 (i) Allal) aldy ol

Lasana GlSa o £333 ale i)l (o)l (L—wijh & (Bordeaux) s dia (sa
) Wlls b caenil) S (M) (JLAN ) el B e g Jafipe ol )
2530 ale adgall 3iy (53l ( Theodosius) s sasd Ayl Ll LGN es e )l
Gasdl) ashabsay) Oy GO e e (B uilall (8 aaie) ma sl 2l of 258
e degena o 5 culS Allg colaenall Lagy daa€ Al 138 A S Gasaliwd
(oSl adg . oli il Jad DA G Des olocmiis Fu Y in Galgillg 3ol
Caty G oy 80 Calad) 8 2l 38 e ) 3 ) b ) ) 2670 e Arculf )
ol Ol plalie cuatl Ulle min palsily agie dan)l o el dila e il LS
(Vb sl Al Wl LAl (sals 8 el ar ) Lagana (5)SA s el

oY) e Lalzall Al ells aaliig <2754 ale adgal) Lag 33 Willibalad )
pi5e el e daSl sda ) 21172 ale ( Theoderich )ebysasdi Al il g
( Danial- Jlls oag ¥ Allasll Wl . LAY (galy A s iy g9 prausall duad) Aidgans
Sl gan) o a mde b By A€ ) Ll 38 21106 ole) Abbot )

26




L8 o aall wal) Lingy 4 aee 63 KA et e 5091 e e 8y all Culall
O LS ¢ (ystagall dans Gun Gutiall QIS 138 ) jsenll Ak S Lingy (pundl)
Bl Lagara (e IS Ay 100000 gl 138 8 dae lingy of Ao aSg clale &) o3a
Godll 1l () ) all Lidgana plgn B LAY QULECY) Cuels aily e iaal
SIS s ¢ ek A Sl aelsB o Lgd cgpsally Ayl JIgh Sl ¢ a1 il
6l Glomd cvinil lldg g8l A waiSll ol il lgale 355 GulsiV g asiall (e de gana
Ll Gstaludy cpall Jlay e IS IS 081y Lupds jie g€ Caial dile lgie day @l
€ bl coyelal G e aadll dwll Lagane (S laulas adsall 128 & LailiS
dad e el e Gl sawidl alally ¢yolall eldansdlls L) Ciiin’y slas §ysea
bladl legals 38 Ak & (i€ Aala) A sgad) Ju o)« eeall a5y we Lgie i
Lia &3 (odll Gaaal) of elly cCidig (yg0 il Al A (leally lcadl) Hlalay)

Aaty Sl SLal 5 ypraall CageSl o3a (e | glea
ol S ISy o T ) el aeS asag o Al Lig L ) L syLay) Lingi Yy
VLol laal b))l 95e cangd ) Galail) 038 ( aenal) lings ) (on

- e

Aglaudl

pallas 10

e\lu 3liaa ,!r'i'v_).g.:.

dle s HEAY callas 8 58 e (b demy Ll s p 1S5 (23 1 3 Ui 1) demy leall sy IS um (158 cte Blan (e il (S
8 3ar e Y1 g3y (B el pallis s (5 (e ol e LIS sl Lot g cig jme e Janally IS o saaiag g Oy 518 5 3 yi8
(Ohes) Ll s 6w (g il gy Ul

A SLYT aal g ISl o o sakaall

25Y Al deay B el & gl lasd) A Gy pmall & }‘3_)}35&3!_‘)';_\_;_,3\45@9‘;9@@@“1} aa g e pall Y1 el IS
el dmsis Y Gl 0

Ao )8 paly cigin Sae dew o a0 Jual A dilie e 285 allis Lpass) Tine @llia s g L) a0 5 Baall il ,all Ll

An i algs a5 e dlael 3 580 amy o (ulish (5305 jaate e 83iae (3 b 10 g e

27



e AN (ol g) Gadiall (gl gl Ay giall dacall g il 3 graally @lld aay #laal) Tay
deailly slihll il M Gy cdand ol Gl ) )50 sl A Ciga
BmS AS B (sm i ab e (B g gl Y (5 yae (aad ) 2K il 5 cualll
i) gl sl A all ST oo g Lebai B8 jie )5all (galg sl (e 3 pead Croaa
O 1S zland) of pealsll (hag oball i zlaal) A0 Jagut] Al el élls
Clilie o sl 5 Cus dlgde G (53 slaal) alsal) L Al md A sdn 8
Gii€all il o) LOuY) e ey AN galy o iy Aanie )l e adl sl
A sda Calins)y cdibaiall e plaall o ye ol salll Crail 5y e Wi iy
il slag Oldenall lings aui oo olall lobeat ll sl Al LY Lals as g
) Lo Ogliing adiall sl ) aglsdn am eleall zlaall maed dilee g
s Ungs dasers gad ogila) mlaall dualss @lld aay cialiall Sl §yslaall Lol
o2 (A cluall ool o il gLl asl daldl s ol aag Lasaall ) Jsaasl
Cililae Dabia gyall Ciy G (ell] Hle 5 ) gz laa) 2818 Js I3 2 g cdua3ial) dail
Alaglly chaalag Laald Caiy 2 Jall 1S @lld Gsby ¢S IS b Bydiiall ilaally ilaal)
ke Sl Jid sball as 1y Leb (Yol ey Lingy IS Gupm ) &1 590300 ISV
DY) Gleasly (Uadi (sall) 138 iliia cp slaea 2350 (3 Zasiall sluall A (saeay

cels Ao dang A3l 485 ol daly i ag Al
adals GY) 56 olag Jeal dlaay Lo palsdlly clinall e 4 gl (e 58S G 43l
26 AU ol gat lgatie yrag «ddydll Jogadls uan off (90 5lad (miiny (g0l o
O pellg e g anall Bkm L€ 50 4id Jilenll e zlall saa L Lo sl o) G2V
G il Ge daialg By a a0l QS Lt a8 L o Y elgihal (o lai

dalially culiall JIKET Lgade Jio a0 Lglall Ailadunedl) Loia Vg casie o Yoana olS

28



15 elill 138 i OIS a1 ol A ST aalgy s Jle 8 g dam 1) ZaeleY)
A -oma) el e ol 4885 (Glall mhad) Aigus cadi 5 iy Chaai US4
dipa) i)y ddaugia d1es BHlasy U s 2l Al (e a0 L) g lal sl
s ol cailS ) Baladl ADe el 3gd of e aalgll ey slally (e ol il
alld) daaly Al allaill Ll cally Lo elull 13gd Al Zalall g o8 yslaall dunisl)
o OiaslS Bl ie o aly ) A goly 0o Ldall slaall on e iy OIS a3
Loy paaadl 3gd caana Al LGN il e o SN 5 Gun DAL alg (e agial
RS A geg oldl) Al da addlly cu il palial e i€ LS gl A il
Lasanall éyy (2l Al ) Jail clgidl) caxial LS el dapwo (o e 2y AT
LS avd o daliall Sl dilead (gran lany boal 3l Jill e saslgiall alsadls
cuilal) b (gl LSy cia Jadll ghall & aaall Ao wgie L€ e i dSH
S agall (30 35 0350 Vg ¢l el clad) 8 A8ladinnd dinf Wiy ¢ 52l
Oi—agng s oagiall Coplall 8 agena asn il LS o laal) 038 4al8) Jar—us 3
o Cal Ll G B A8 e Al BUAN Ll <l Yy o e all Caplall 8 oyl

e (S Rl allae die SN Gl Lgalal

laydm (galsll Cipla 3 daidia Bpna 4B e 401 0da IS Gl ol gpell Jelocy a3y
) Bleally sl ol lsall s Tladde calgll layil o5 Aaydall Jalgeg A ia
ste Al a1 WY Gsal iy clally HELY) cilea ) o G 18 Ly Jany
o) ((Dansie) ) bl sl 2p Cum g dilasne dl (e Wiy 4 155 adgal) 18
agdy ) Adlesl) Jd) el Jaud i ol e dadaSal) Gasall asf e Shall i
el g il deadd (oalsll 8 Gasall LAY av e ad ) ladY) clly L dujally

29



slae 8 daxd Lail<a sliall 638 (3 daxd (pad ¢V e slie e 13a salsl) ole el

A \@;@mﬂﬁﬂ\@u&ui W yuas L')i)’ cba‘}ﬁ'l BYX

Ayl pgiad el Alally zlaall o 20e 1Al oy a8 iy ) Ba g
G e e il ) ol i 3sag ) JL—al 31 Antonius (s560) (sl
i e OIS (laenall lisgy of I Lab (Piacenza ) by Wl o) 13 e ol
Gl dale (ol lg jna IS (S puil 13g] a5l i 2670 ale (Arcluf ) CaslS) S
675 e ,Lals (Epiphanius ) esslisl caalll W cdie Gyl oS laenall lngs ol
2 o Ol ) dae e B BBlie o (268 e 385 ) Glaanall Lags s
138 dall slall aa o Sl 21107 sle (Danial ) Juils gl zladl sl . Ga)Y)
Aila o 501 a5 e ) ) g il cOlrenall lingy Lgad (tle A dalaiall ey
lings axi sl 21185 ale (Phocas) ual€sh (on Alayll slhg ald s o agus Sy

) el @ty aabg oSV es Gl a3 wall 138 e laenal

13 3 atlad JsaB of aey ¢ Lellaninls GsSing sball 838 (g zlaall Copdis o ang
gaall el g8 ad Vg easl )<y, ilata pgugliy cad) 5agndie paUaily dg i ¢(s3ls)
Axial Job e zlaadl sy " Glaena) Uag oo aliel el o Gaaglsall cou aly o
da ey oty el e plaall ilalial) bl el Al 3 sl <yl
Cradll Cum cdupe (gals ) glaall day " LA Gaskall galgll (e Cpfiagh€ AEL e
GLAES) g lgany & caiill 5 a8y A8 )y Anl D Gy cobill dad i )y Lal
22 g Cun geal) G sl Cilaaa el 1) ) pa e g laal) ailiy o lgie dala lial

LA.\J@WQQM_)T Lla e cadslly @_ﬁc_\ﬂhﬂlejﬁ_g o yilae g o yl8h ) geliall )

30



8aS Wlla algall aadin of A e Y ebaluall zlaall Lgasiing (il Way Jias il
Lag callu (pe ddana ) zlaall Joamy adey ot aall ulie dia Laatie UlSa i) 4y
Gl i) Al alle Gy ¢ SV cidagl) (30l Aks aaa (il i)y 4

Oldarall Uis gy il 48] S 58 9 Y ¢ judandll

Alall 75wl PA el e d_ald i Jin g dale Lale sad agly sk laall sl
A Al Cus st din Al ) ) slaa) dalaiall 481 jaa Loy Sl 5 e ol Gl
AN Sl 138 () Jgaa sl s sadd () a5 o s el () slally ellia ¢ gid oeal
3 s\ dakie (g5l aglel Lale e aginll gad aa jladl daxiy Ay ) sl

s Al AT laeaal) Uis gy el Cus AELEAL e L

433,91 ASLaall (il Sl Y1 ede ) e gall G A ady ¢S 381 P
el

The story of the pilgrimage route from

Jerusalem to Mount Nebo through the Baptism Site

The pilgrims’ journey through the paths of faith is a story since
ancient times, when Christian pilgrims, after completing their visit
to the holy sites in Palestine and from Jerusalem, headed to the
city of Jericho, then crossed the Jordan River towards the east, and
then visited the Baptism site (the site of the baptism of Jesus) then

Mount Nebo, Mukawar and Umm al-Rasas.
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The Romans, before the birth of Jesus, had built a paved road on
both sides amile stone and on each mile they put a column - they
called it the (Eslys Jericho) road, which means the Hesban Road -
Jericho, and when the Byzantine state embraced Christianity, the
pilgrims took the same road, which was Originally, it later became
called the Christian pilgrimage route between Jerusalem and

Madaba.

With the rise of the Christian religion, shortly after the birth of Christ
in Bethlehem, and during his wanderings between villages and
cities, the Prophet Yahya in Arabic (John the Baptist), who was a
hermit at the time, “was dressed of camel hair, and on his waist
was a belt of leather, and his food was locusts and wild honey
(Matthew 3: 4) He paves the way for the coming of the Lord Christ
by calling and preaching to him on the eastern banks of the Jordan
River.The results of archaeological excavations support the
thought that John (the Prophet Yahya in Arabic) was residing in the
area of Bethany, to the east of the Jordan River, within the lands of
the village of Al-Kafirin This area is located on one of the small
valleys called Wadi al-Kharar, which is less than two kilometers
east of the Jordan River. Important events took place in this valley

in the history of the beginning of the Christianity.

Since the common belief among the general public is that Jesus
was baptized in the Jordan River, the first Christian pilgrims used
to visit the traditional baptism site, but the early travelers and
pilgrims who adopted the scientific procedure in their studies gave
us detailed explanations of the religious places associated with
baptism. Are there stations on the Christian pilgrimage route taken
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by the early believers? And what is the story of the roads that Jesus
took during his coming to the region and returning from it? But the
question that may bring all of these previous questions together is
where is the center of the Christian sunrise to all parts of the world

located?

In order to answer these questions, intensive field work was
necessary according to scientific methodological research that
depended on accuracy, honesty and objectivity in dealing with what
was reached. associated with the Lord Christ,the early Christian
pilgrims who are coming to visit Betlehem and Jerusalem, they
were then heading to Jericho to cross the Jordan River to the
eastern bank, where John the Baptist stood calling and the crowds
gathered around him (Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near),
then baptize them in the Jordan River, marking the beginning of the
stage of true faith. After that, the pilgrims move to the site of the
baptism of Christ near the end of the Holy Valley, Wadi al-Kharrar,
and in that place where the waters of the Wadi al-Kharar spring
flowimportant historical event was when happen John the Baptist

baptized Jesus when he came to him asking him to baptize him..

The discovery of the real place of the baptism of Christ raises many
questions, as there is a general perception that the baptism of
Christ took place on the western side of Jordan River, while
archaeological discoveries point to the eastern side of the Jordan
River, and accordingly it can be said that the site of the baptism of
Christ discovered is the real site. It is supported by scientific
evidence . As for the other baptism site parallel to the city of
Jericho, it has become traditional due to its proximity to the city of
Jerusalem, but is there anything that confirms this fact in the holy
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books? The verses in the Gospels confirm that the Lord Christ was
baptized in the Jordan (at that time Jesus came from Galilee to the
Jordan to John to be baptized by him) (Matthew 13:3) and in
another verse (and in those days Jesus came from Nazareth of
Galilee and was baptized From John in the Jordan (Mark 9:1), and
the last verse came from the Gospel of Luke (and when all the
people were baptized, Jesus was also baptized) (Luke 3:2), and in
another verse (this was in Bethany across the Jordan, where John
was baptizing) (John 1:28), and in another verse confirms that the
Lord Christ went to this place (and went across the Jordan to the

place where John was baptizing first, and stayed there) (10:40)..(

The coming or traveling of the Lord Christ to Bethany was an event
witnessed by many,people . and this is evident in the verse that
mentions the coming of John’s disciples to him inquiring (He who
was with you across the Jordan) (John 3:6), and this is an
undoubted indication of the existence of the place of baptism east
of the Jordan River. The caravans of the first Christian pilgrims
came to visit Bethany, whose center is Wadi al-Kharar, where john
the Baptist Prophet Yahya was preaching the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ, “God gives you good news of Yahya, confirming the
word of God” (Surat Al Imran: 39). And to this place where the Lord
Christ was baptized, caravan of pilgrims and believers came to visit
and be blessed and sometimes to stay here, especially those
travelers who gave us a detailed description of this place. Among
ot them pilgrim of BordeavxFronce from 333 AD who said :The
baptism of Christ site is related to him and is close to Tel Elias (Tel
Kharar), which is currently being excavated to the east of the
Jordan River. As for the traveler Theodosius, who came to the site
in 530 AD, he confirms that Jesus was baptized on the eastern side
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of the Jordan River, and that the Byzantine Emperor “Anastasius”
built in this place the Church of John the Baptist, which was based
on a multiple of of arches and arches so as not to be affected by a
flood of Jordan River during winter season. Arculf in 670 AD said:
that Jesus was baptized on the eastern side, where a church was
built near the edge of the river on four arches rising high to avoid

the flash..

flood of the river, The church was built in memory of the baptism of
Christ in Wadi Al-Kharar. As for the traveler St. Willibalad, he
arrived at the place of Christ's baptism in 754 AD, and saw that

church built on the arches.

The traveler Theoderich in 1172 AD refers to this church as being
near the site of the baptism of Jesus Christ, thus referring to Wadi
al-Kharar. As for the Russian traveler Daniel (Abbot) in the year
1106 AD, he referred to a small church with an altar located on one
of the mounds on the eastern side of the Jordan River as the place
where Johnbaptized our Lord Christ . Thus, it becomes clear that
the site of baptism is located in Wadi al-Kharar, and that the church
(John’s Church) represents the crossing point to this holy place
where the first believers were baptized. These descriptions also
confirm that John’s first baptism was in this valley, and so was the
place of the baptism of Christ.

The archaeological discoveries at the site of the baptism of Jesus,
led by the team of Jordanian archaeologist , came to confirm the
description of travelers and historians. Here are the rules of the
church appear, where a group of arches were based on it to build
the church over it in order to avoid the flooding of the river, which
is half kilometer approxa distance away from it. Many priests and
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holymen were struggling to built churches on this site in
commemoration of the baptism of Christ. The excavations showed
a small church nearby whose floor was furnished with colorful
mosaics and multi-colored marble, although only a few remained.
The effort to establish churches at a point where they might face
dangers (risks of flooding and destruction) at any moment
continued without stopping, because the event that took place here
made Bethany dustingvishedspecialty the caves used by the
monks who were living in this area as they dug their homes in the
rock. They made these small caves places of settlement and
worship, living among the echoes of the memories of the early
believers.

We do not forgott to mention here what travelers said about the
existence of Elias Cave (Elijah), as well as the cave of the Prophet
Yahya (John the Baptist) in this area, which witnessed the passage
of the messengers, the prophets with heavenly messages. Then
the pilgrims begin their gradual ascent to the southern bank of the
Holy Valley (Wadi Al-Kharrar) side by side with the sound of the
murmuring water that gave the valley this name, and among the
shades of tamarisk trees, palms, reeds and dense plants that cover
the course of the valley, and during that they can rest near a large
pond designed to collect part of the waters of Wadi al-Kharar
through a channel that extends to reach this pool, which is the
largest pool in the valley. The construction of such water facilities
came to facilitate the movement of pilgrims and to save water. It is
clear that pilgrims used to stop near this pool to rest at the nearby
site that overlooks the remains of buildings andWadi al-Kharar as
well as the Jordan River.
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The discovered building represents the remains of a small church
that was erected for worship during thecrossing of pilgrims through
the Baptism Site. The discovery of this water pool is an important
event because it is the only pool that water reaches from the spring
of John the Baptist. The pool was designed to facilitate the process
of mass baptism for pilgrims who are passing through the Holy
Valley, and then move to the neighboring church to complete
worship.

After which the pilgrims continue their journey towards John's
baptism site and before arriving to the place there is a small
building erected by one of the monks near the valley as a hermitage
site , then the pilgrims arrives at Mar Elias Hill, where one stands
contemplating the remnants of buildings scattered everywhere,
and above all that the hill that still stands, and at first glance the
verse (where John was baptizing first) comes to mind, the spring of
water is still present at the bottom of the hill, and the echo of the
gushing water that reverberates between the sides of this valley is
active, and the branches of trees that suggest the view of a rich
oasis in the middle of a barren, lush and lofty wilderness .

It is not like other valleys, once you can see a small church as it
has features and characteristics that make it the most beautiful
valleys of the entire Jordan Valley. The size, which, despite the loss
of some of its parts, but what remains of it is enough to give a clear
picture of the ceiling that was carried on arches, the colorful mosaic
floor on which the cross forms were represented, and the court yard
that faces north, where the largest water reservoir are located. The
roof of the structure is of a half barrel shape, with the upper surface
leveled and covered with a white mosaic floor. Then the pilgrim will
see to the east of the church a small building that was built using
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medium semi rounded stones and its floor was covered with white
colored mosaic. It is clear that this building has a relationship with
the worship that was carried out in the neighboring church. Near
the northern edge of this building, the remains of the water system
are still clearly defined, as water was being drawn from Wadi
Gharaba, which is located at a distance of two kilometers to the
south of Wadi Al-Kharar, where pottery pipes designed for this
purpose were discovered and are still in place. The pipes extended
to reach al-Kharrar to feed the baptismal pools and basins located
on the hill. The hill was surrounded by a stonée wall built to protect
the buildings erected at the top of its slopes. A medium-sized
church was discovered in the northern part of the hill , and another
church was built on the western side, also we found the remains
of a mosaic floor in the northwestern side, and this In turn, it
confirms the extent of the effort that was expended in order to erect
these buildings, as a baptismal basin was erected at the southern
end, and two other basins at the northern end, and the remains of
the canal are still present on the top of the hill between the remains
of rooms built later by the Orthodox monks since the beginning of
the twelfth century

One may wonder why all these buildings were built on a small, low
hill at the end of the valley whose rocks are fragile, and the factors
of nature have left their clear impact on them?

The answer comes that the holiness and purity that this place
enjoys is what made the emperors and monks race to erect
religious buildings on this site in order to be blessed by it and to
draw closer to God Almighty. The northeastern and western
outskirts of the hill are still full of trees that draw from the Kharar
spring that flows in the valley to connect the hill with the river, sO
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that the water of the valley becomes part of the waters of the Jordan
River.

We have previously described the spring of Wadi al-Kharar by a
number of pilgrims and travelers, historians, among them the
traveler Antonius (560 AD) who referred to the presence of a spring
of water to the east of the Jordan River near this hill.

As for Piacenza, who mentioned this spring, he indicated that John

the Baptist was baptizing near it, and Arcluf mentions in the year
670 AD that he saw this fountain, which was known to the common
people that John the Baptist drank from it.

. As for the monk Epiphanius In 675 AD, he referred to the spring

of John the Baptist, which flows from a cave less than a mile to the
east of the Jordan River, but the Russian traveler, pilgrim Daniel
(Daniel) in 1107 AD confirmed that this spring of fresh water
represented the area in which John the Baptist lived, and that it is
located to the east of the Jordan River, a distance of two arrows,
he said..

The traveler John Phocas in 1185 AD named this spring of John
the Baptist, which lies behind the Jordan River, meaning the
eastern side

There is no doubt that the current spring of Kharrar was called the
spring of John the Baptist, this holy spring which is located in the
place where John used to reside and baptize, and to which the Lord
Christ came. Yes, here was the first baptism of John, and near the
eastern edge of the river was the second baptism place.

And after the pilgrims drink from this water and are blessed by
touching it, and after their eyes wander in this valley, the pilgrims
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leave the valley with their eyes fixed on it, and their hearts attached
to the memories that hover around it, and in particular the saying
of the Lord Jesus Christ, “No one has risen among those born of
women greater than John the Baptist.” Pilgrims walk along
stretches of pottery aqueducts that have been created to meet the
water needs of pilgrims as they travel. At a distance of two
kilometers from the Holy Valley “Al-Kharrar” the pilgrims arrive at
Wadi Gharaba, and here were also huge pools of water, and
buildings for rest and accommodation, some of which were
excavated and important parts were discovered. The pilgrims
reached Tel al-Rama, one of the stations of the pilgrimage route,
and it has been excavated and revealed the remains of mosaic
floors that may have represented the remains of churches used by
pilgrims for worship. Pilgrims then arrived to Ain Salem station,
and here is the story of a story and a new discovery made by
Jordanian archaeologists | It is a global discovery comparable to
the discovery of the baptism site . where it revealed the place of
residence of the Prophet (John the Baptist)

The pilgrims continue their way towards Madaba in general and
Mount Nebo in particular, ascending through the mountainous
slopes and the rugged paths imposed by the geography of the
region on the pilgrims until they reach the summit of Mount Nebo,
where the pilgrimage ends. Their eyes turn towards the south of
Madaba, so that they may see the area of Mukawir or the so-called
(Gallows), where John the Baptist spent a harsh life in this place,
that prophet described by the Messenger Muhammad, peace and
blessings be upon him, as the martyr, the son of the martyr, and
God Almighty said, “Peace be upon him on the day he was born.”
And the day he dies and the day he will be resurrected alive.”
Maryam: 15.
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This is a memory of a place. It is the story of the believers’ journey
and faith on the pure and blessed land, the land of the Hashemite

Kingdom of Jordan.
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The story of Mount Nebo

One of the shepherds mentioned a tale that while he was grazing
sheep in the area of Mount Nebo, one of the sheep entered a cave,
so he followed her into the cave and saw inside a man lying in his
best of clothes and aromatic smells. To inform the residents of what
he witnessed, and when they came to see this scene, the lying man
disappeared and the cave disappeared, as well as the stones that
the shepherd placed as a sign to be inferred upon his return. A
historic visit by His Holiness, the late Pope John Paul 11 in 2000 AD,
which gave Mount Nebo great importance, as it is an important
tourist and religious landmark in the Madaba governorate due to its
multiple archaeological and religious sites in addition to its adoption
by the Vatican among the five religious sites that were approved
for Christian pilgrimage in The second millennium.

Mount Nebo is located to the west of Wadi El-Afrit, which extends
south to Wadi Jdeideh and Wadi al-Knsah, and is bordered in the
north by Wadi Abu al-Naml, which continues its path to Uyun
Musamoses springs and descends west to the Jordan Valley.
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Another road leads you to Khirbat Al-Makhayat, which is full of

antiquities and numerous mosaic sites.

Mount Nebo has been inhabited since ancient times. The evidence
for this is the presence of huge circular stones (dolmens) and
monuments. A church was built on its top that still exists today, and
multiple religious ceremonies are constantly being held in it.
Syagha or Nebo was mentioned in the name of “Ras al-Fisjah,”
meaning the summit. Considering it a part of Nebo, as it was many
roads and the crossing of the caravans coming from the eastern
desert to the west. As for the reason why this mountain was called
Mount Nebo or Nebo, this is due to the fact that Nebo was the god
of writing and wisdom among the Babylonians and Assyrians, and
there are two Assyrian statues of this god in the British Museum
erected by the king The Assyrian Adad llI 809-782 BC. This king
conquered Damascus and included the city of Tyre into his empire.
There are many Babylonian kings who were named after the god
Nebu, including the Babylonian King Nabonidus, the last
Babylonian king who ruled from 559-539 BC. This Babylonian king
took the oasis of Tayma as his summer residence when he retired
in this oasis in the last days of his life for ten years. Also, this king
Nabonidus had defeated the Edomite state in southern Jordan, and
it was found in Sela in Tafileh Governorate, a written obelisk
commemorating the king’s visit Nabonides, to the south of Jordan.

Mount Nebo is called Mount Siagha, a Syriac Aramaic word
meaning the fence, or the dividing line. As for the word “Nebo” it
remained in the name of Mount Neba, which is derived from the
name of the Babylonian god of trade “Nebo”. Many foreign travelers
visited Mount Nebo/Al-Siyagha, including a Spanish pilgrim named
Egeria, Ethiria who had visited Mount Nebo and wrote in the diaries
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of her trip to the Holy Land in the year 394AD about the magam of
the Prophet Moses on top of Mount Nebo. She mentioned that
saints monks live there and that they are very hospitable. After
About a hundred years ago, at the end of the fifth century AD, a
bishop from Georgia, located near the Black Sea, visited the
mountain and said in his memoirs: On our way from Tel al-Rama
to Madaba, we turned at the middle of the road to the holy
mountain, Mount Moses, and in which there is a great and very
wide temple, and many monasteries It was built around it, but these
ancient buildings, including monasteries, churches, dwellings for
monks and homes for residents, were destroyed due to the great
earthquake that struck the area in 551 AD, but the people of the
area later rebuilt churches and monasteries in 597 AD, where a
writing was found in the baptismal church mentioning that and in
the year 1217 AD he passed through that area. A foreign pilgrim,
who was heading to Shobak, mentioned that a small number of
Christians were residing at the foot of Mount Nebo. A Franciscan
monk visited the place in 1564 and said that he found nothing but
destroyed buildings and an ancient ruin in Mount Nebo. In the year
1932 AD, Mount Nebo/Al-Siyagha became a center for the
Franciscan Fathers, and since that date archaeological
excavations began in this important religious site and in the

Madaba area.

Historical references confirm that the great credit for discovering
the place and explaining its importance is due to two people who
visited it and wrote what they saw about it. The fifth AD, when they
visited this mountain, in which the Franciscan Institute of
Archeology of the Custody of the Holy Land is carrying out
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excavations and artistic and urban maintenance on the antiquities
existing there since 1933 and until recent times.

The most famous archaeologist who worked on this site is Father
MichelePicherello, an ltalian archaeologist, who lived In Jordan for
more than forty years and he was fluent in the Arabic language.
During the years he spent in Jordan, he carried out many
archaeological excavations. He also restored many of the beautiful
mosaic floors of the Byzantine churches of Madaba and published
many books on the art of mosaics in Madaba and Jordan. This art,
which comes from the East. Father picherello passed away in 2010
AD, and was buried in the city of Madaba, which he loved and is
remembered by the people of Madaba who loved him and worked

with him.

As for the village of Mukhayat ,near Mount Nebo, which they called
the village of Nebo, it was built on the southern slope of the
mountain, which rises 790 meters above sea level. On the eastern

slopes of the mountain.

These areas are also adjacent to the area of Oyoun Musa(moses
springs) which you see from the top of the mountain, which was
famous for its fresh waterThe city that has been provided since
1931 the entire city of Madaba when the municipality was the only

party responsible for distributing and collecting water prices.

This is the story of Mount Nebo, which is one of the blessed
mountain range in Jordan.
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comment:

The story of Mount Nebo has similar tales related to the place. The
mountain here is the focal point of the story related to the heritage
of the prophets and messengers, and there is Mount Mukawir near
it that has a tale related to the Prophet Yahya, (john) peace be upon
him, in addition to the blessed plains and valleys, and caves such
as: Al-Ragim Cave(seven sleepers), and the cave of Prophet Lot,
peace be upon him. Perhaps the most remarkable thing about this
story is its direct connection to the place and its location.
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The story of the Tal al-Mashhad and Prophet Moses

Tell al-Mashhad is also called Khirbet Oyoun Musa (moses
springs). This site was visited by Nelson Glucek in 1932, and the
archaeological team visited it in 1959, headed by Henek, who
aimed from his activities in this site to discover the city (Baal peor)
or Beit Fagour, where he mentioned that this city is linked to the
death of Our master Moses, peace be upon him, and according to
the Holy Text that Moses, peace be upon him, died and was
buried in the valley opposite Baal-Feqor, and in 1995 other
studies of that scene were carried out by Mortenson and Danish
Theosun, whose aim was to confirm the history of Tel al-
Mashhad, and in 1999 Bendehvcci made surveys And
archaeological excavations at the site aimed at revealing the truth
and its relationship to the death and tomb of Moses, peace be

.upon him.

The results showed that the hill of Al-Mashhad near Mount Nebo’
dated to the second Iron Age, 900-700 BC, which is the
contemporary era of the time of the Babylonian and Assyrian rule
of the region, where the site was used for agricultural purposes,
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as evidenced by the finding of crushing tools, and seeds from
.grain
The site was reused during the Byzantine period, especially the

western side of the hill, where the place was associated with the
.Church of Kayanus, which was discovered next to the place

Thus, the tomb of our master Moses remained unknown, and the
.story of the discovery of the tomb remained mysterious
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L The story of Moses Springs J

Madaba was in its early history is a small city similar to a village,
and was supplied with water from the springs of Moses near Mount
Nebo. The springs in this area were abundant and their water was
fresh, and most of the residents of Madaba used them for drinking,
cooking and daily life affairs. The area of the springs became a
target for most of the residents of Madaba with the passage of time.
It is the natural outlet and the beautiful environmental landmark. It
has flowing water, where children play, and dense trees grow in it.
People sit below them enjoying their shade and lush branches,
doing barbecue work and preparing a snack to be eaten. Near the
springs were the caves in which the monks settled in the past, and
the water is still It flows from some of them, so that you hear the
sound of gurgling and echoing the sound of water from between
the cracks of the rock or (flying), as the locals residing around the
springs call it from the Madaba clans, especially from Al-Faisaliah.
Next to the springs, Mount Nebo, where the Prophet Moses, peace
be upon him, stood, according to what the residents tell here, and
according to some historical sources. That is why the springs were
named after him, and they are still It bears this name to this day .

Archimandt Paul Noaman mentions in his book Five Years in the
East of the Jordan while talking about the springs of Moses, quoting
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Sheikh Abu Sitta (from Ma'in saying: Spirits rest in the springs of
Moses, and the Arabs offer an excellent sacrifice every year near
the water).

The people of Madaba continued to depend on spring water
permanently, and they resided next to the springs. Motor pumped
water from the springs to a water tank and then to Madaba after
the water level became high above the mountain. An Armenian
man named Abu Asaad and his wife lived next to this motor, as his
job was to take care of the motor. And his permanence to deliver
water to Madaba and to maintain the motor in the event of its
failure, and Abu Asaad was helping the vacationers and hikers who
visited the place and built for them two small ovens for barbecue,
the oven of trays and firewood, and the food was delicious between
the sound of the motor and the sound of water gurgling, and that
day ends with sunset to go back to our destination Madaba crossed
the dirt road leading to the springs from the upper street, and with
the passage of time and time the city of Madaba started to grow
day by day, which led to a shortage of water supplied to the city
from the springs and the need for other water sources became
urgent. Thus, on a limited geographical area, Madaba became
receiving water from nearby hills and wells, and dependence on
springs began to decline gradually until it was limited to orchards
and farms. Harmful to the springs, which are located at the bottom
of the valley, where they used to produce and still produce the
finest types of fruits and vegetables .

Today, these springs are still continuing to give, and the features
of trees and caves are still present in the site, telling the story of
the ancient past and the memories of the recent time when the
springs quenched the thirsty of people and animals even birds in
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the sky, and hearts were then turning to God in supplication and
supplication for this blessing that He granted to this region .
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The story of the Madaba map church

This is the story of the oldest map known to mankind. Itis as old as
time. It tells of the human effort in art and perfection. This map is
located inside the Greek Orthodox Church in Madaba and includes
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the cities located between Byblos, Jubail in Lebanon, to Damascus
in the north to Thebes in Egypt in the south, and from the
Mediterranean Sea in the west to Philadelphia. Petra is in the east,
and Jerusalem is the center of the map. The map was called the
Jerusalem map.

This map mentions cities like Jericho, Nablus, Ludd, Jaffa,
Ashdod, Ashkelon, Beit Jibrin, Gaza, Qalat al-Karak and other
cities. The map depicts the animals and plants for which these
places are famous. That is why we see fish in the Nile River. Palm
trees in Jericho and a lion chasing a deer in the Moab plains. As
for the colors used by the artist and maker in drawing the map of
Madaba, they indicate a wonderful and distinctive art for the artists
of Madaba. The map was depicted in white in some parts of its
floor, as it depicted seas such as the Mediterranean Sea, the Red
Sea, and rivers as the Nile and the Jordan River In blue, and from
the Byzantine churches of Madaba, we mention the Church of the
Apostles and the Church of the Prophet Elijah, which was
completed in the year 596 AD. In this church we read a letter
bearing this prayer |

(O Prophet, who has compassion for mankind and raises
clouds saturated with rain, remember those who contributed

to this building and this humble city(

In the year 1884, the Greek Orthodox Patriarch in Jerusalem
received a letter from one of his monks in eastern Jordan, in which
he told him about a large mosaic map in one of the ancient
churches of Madaba, including the names of cities. But the letter
remained unanswered, until the year 1890, when it was found by
agreement of Gerasimus, the successor of the late patriarch, so he
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immediately went to Madaba as an engineer, to enter the
aforementioned plot in the space designated for paving the church
that the Patriarchate had ordered to build in that same place. In that
same year, an archaeologist published a description of a small
section of the mosaic, representing the sea, a ship, and other
writings. It was said that four monks testified that the map was
originally valid; And that the workers destroyed parts of it . As for
the engineer, when he finished building the church, he returned to
Jerusalem, claiming that the map did not have that alleged value.
All of this contradicts what some of them have said, that the
remaining part of the map was not found until when the church was
about to be built and the installation of its tiles was over. In the fall
of 1896, Cleophas Koukilidis, director of the library of Deir al-Roum
in Jerusalem, came to Madaba on a visit to the Jordanian Roman
schools. He was a graduate of Athens schools. He was very fond
of the date of the dawn of Christianity. See the importance of the
rest of that masterpiece. So he transferred the writings on it, and
made a preliminary sketch for it, which he published in the year
1897 AD. It was a reason to preserve the remains of the map, and
to direct global attention to what was unique to Madaba in history,
and at once scientists and archaeologists began travelling to
Madaba, and among them (Finsan) (Lagrang) visited Madaba in
February 1897, and they spent four days there in a local lesson. for
the map. Then (Lagrange) published the result of what he reached
in an article that is still a major reference until now. On March 12,
the matter reached the Academy of Manuscripts. On the 25th of it,
Lagrange's article was printed and distributed in Paris. Among
those who were at the forefront of drawing the map were. (Vinsan)
mentioned, (Jeremiah Diran), (Westevenson), and an unknown
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Russian tourist; Their drawings were used by successive map

historians.

Then (Pulmer and Goethe) drew the map in color, in the year 1902,
and published the drawing in ten pictures, in the year of 1906. They
drew the closest drawings that resembled the map. (Victor Gold)
returned, and investigated locally the correctness of this, in October
1951. The most important research on the subject, which fills
archaeological journals: a comprehensive and lengthy article, in the
Dictionary of Antiquities (1931); In the supplement to the Torah
Dictionary (1953); And a book that made an endowment on the
map during the year of 1954.

The map was investigated by scholars of religions, archaeology
and history who tried hard to interpret the map, its contents and
writings.

The map originally included Palestine, Jordan, and a part of the
neighboring countries, that is, from the countries of the Nile and
southern Syria, then it is a map of the Holy Land, providing us with
adequate information about the Byzantine days, attached to each
old name the contemporary name. Moreover, the map is
sometimes mentioned What happened from the accidents in some
places, and in some deserts in particular, and it cites texts taken
mostly from the blessing of Jacob and Moses. The writings
attached to the black were written in black, except for those in the
mountains, the important writings, and those that describe the
borders of the tribes, and mention the names of The most famous
cities (such as Jerusalem and Bethlehem).

The places mentioned in the map were chosen either because they
are important cities, located on the main roads, or because of the
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valuable events that took place in them, or to fill the void/gaps, as
all art men in the east were reluctant to leave a void in their works.
It also represented the nature of the country, with its mountains,
seas and rivers. Because of its importance and to fill the void as
well and revive the same map, human scenes, pictures of ships,
animals, fish and plants, and the long texts we referred to were
added .

A look at the state of the map informs us that the owner of the art
(and his assistants) in his depiction of large cities (such as the city
of Jerusalem) and also pictures of the mountains and Jordan
before depicting the surroundings of this and that ... The author of
art has made cities a proportion of extension equivalent to their
position and importance. In keeping with the custom of the
Hellenes, and before them the Egyptians and the inhabitants of
Mesopotamia, the most prominent of them is in the form of a city
depicted from the plane, a group with all its buildings within the
quart ado buildings, as they appear in an oriental carpet, and it
showed the advantage of major cities, such as Jerusalem and
Gaza with their two main streets, and Ludd With its white courtyard,
Beit Jibrin with its half-rounded eyes, and Karak with its high rock...
As for the villages, some of them are distinguished from others by
their high rooftops Especially with the multiplicity of towers above
the city wall, with various buildings: from churches, most of which
are small buildings with a sloping roof of red brick, quoting from
photographs of the structures in the Roman period, to a bath west
of Karak, swamps and dams in Al-Zara, two lanes in Jordan, and a
tower near it. And the owner of literary art excelled in his
representation, in various colors, of the beauty of Palestinian
landscapes. Pictures of mountains in dark colors other than the
plains. And behold, the mountains of Jericho and Jerusalem
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appear in front of us in a undulating blackness according to the
surface of the earth. And if Sinai appears to usina variety of colors
comparable to the most beautiful what travelers wrote about a
place, while the Jordan Valley and the Sinai desert lie in white color.
Moreover, the map contains most of the Dead Sea, and part of the
Mediterranean Sea, which are flattened by waves that strike blue,
brown and white, as if they were raging in the day of a storm. And
here are these particular colors that spread before us the course of
the Jordan and the Nile .

He has drawn perfectly the representation of two valleys between
the valleys: Al-Mujib and Al-Hasa, which appear from above the
rocks, and flow in a green valley between the mountains, heading
towards the Dead Sea, which indicates the attachment of the man
of Madaba art to the district of Madaba and the rest of Moab.
Finally, on our map, we find a picture of four navigators who rode
the Dead Sea, a lion chasing a deer in the Moab plains, four fish in
the Jordan, as if one of them was trying to escape from the Dead
Sea, seven fish in the Nile, some palm trees with red mussels, and
others.

What destroyed the map left us with only a few words that were
accompanying the map. Studies have shown us that the time of
construction and mosaics in Byzantine Madaba ranges between
the year 578, that is, shortly after the death of (Justinianus) in the
year 608 AD. Add to this the similarity of existing art between the
Madaba mosaic and what was found in Hiram's tomb, and this goes
back to the year 573. The similarity of depicting buildings and cities
on the map, and in Jerash and Ma'in, calls for making the
appearance of the map in an era between the days of art in Jerash,
which was inaugurated by (Justinianus) in the year 543 AD, and it

66



is the most recent building on the map. Finally, we must not forget
about the very similarity between map art and the art of the Church
of the Apostles in Madaba, the church that Salmanius decorated
with mosaics, and he finished his work in the year 578 AD. All this
leads us to believe that the era of drawing up the map is the second
part of the sixth century, i.e. around the year 565 AD. It is possible
that the (Salmanius) mentioned was the author of the map, and the
map itself still testifies that he was a scholar with a wide and
realistic knowledge of what he describes of the countries
especially in the areas of Madaba, Moab and the city of Jerusalem.
There is no doubt that he himself did the work and his progress.
Finally, the accuracy of his work reveals to us his great love for the
Holy Land. However, the author of the map was not satisfied with
his personal information, but also relied on some sources. The first
who studied the map noticed its strong connection with a book
called “Onmasticon” by Josephus of Caesarea, (with sometimes
deviating from his opinion, and a representation of areas that our
book does not speak about, or about which only a few speak). The
aforementioned Eusebius lived in Palestine (260-340), and was
well versed in historical sciences

He left us the book «Onmasticon” regarding the geography of the
Holy Land, as it includes all the names mentioned in the Bible,
arranged according to the alphabet, accompanied by some
description. It was translated and completed by Saint Jerome.
Moreover, the fact that the Madaba map is a road map, due to its
preferred choice of cities based on official roads, assures us that
its author used a Roman road map. Finally, it is possible that this
author, in his representation of the cities, used a pictorial map that
showed the visitor to the Holy Land the advantages of each city,
during an era when the importance of the Holy Land was exalted
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and the great pilgrimage movement to it flourished. Centuries were
trembling over the years of work that were expended under the sky
of Madaba, in creating its immortal masterpiece. Thirteen centuries
have passed since the man of literary art put the last cube of this
masterpiece, which “the past is unparalleled” and “which has a
unique place in the history of ancient maps. These countries,
mountains, valleys, plains, waters, and cities, which God loved, and
this history, which took place in those regions and under their skies,
is the center of world history. It was as if the people of Madaba, at
the height of their ancient determination, were in this place at the
crossing of the old road.
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